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On June 11-15th, the Dijon campus of the Univer-
sité de Bourgogne Franche-Comté hosted the 8th 

International Symposium on Metal Complexes (IS-
MEC 2017, https://ismec2017.sciencesconf.org/). 
This event was co-organized under the auspices of 
the Société Chimique de France, the Université de 
Bourgogne Franche-Comté, and the Centre National 
de la Recherche Scientifique (CNRS) by scientists 
from the Institut de Chimie Moléculaire de l’Universi-
té de Bourgogne (ICMUB, UMR CNRS 6302, Dijon) 
and the Institut Univers, Transport, Interfaces, Nanos-
tructures, Atmosphère et environnement, Molécules 
(UTINAM, UMR CNRS 6213, Besançon).
ISMEC conferences have a long-standing history 
with strong Italian roots. This uninterrupted series of 
annual meetings launched by the “Gruppo di Termo-

dinamica dei Complessi” (GTC) started in Firenze in 
1974. With an increasing number of Spanish par-
ticipants, GTC meetings became two decades later 
the “Italian-Spanish Congress on Thermodynamics 
of Metal Complexes” hold alternatingly one year in 
Italy (ISMEC) and the other in Spain (SIMEC). Rapidly 
their reputation spread out the Mediterranean area, 
attracting over the years more and more delegates 
from all over the world. While the official language 
progressively switched to English, the denomination 
of ISMEC changed again in 2010 in order to stress 
the international character of the conference and 
the widening of the scopes of the discussed topics 
to new cutting-edge areas. Since then, the “Interna-
tional Symposium on Metal Complexes” was succes-
sively hold in Bilbao (2010), Taormina (2011), Lisbon 
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(2012), Burgos (2013), 
Pavia (2014), Wroclaw 
(2015), and Barcelo-
na (2016). Insofar, the 
historical city of Dijon, 
a landmark for medi-
eval, renaissance and 
classical architecture, 
but also for gastron-
omy, fine wines, and 
the so-called “French 
art de vivre”, hosted in 
2017 the 44th meeting.
By gathering research-
ers from both aca-
demia and industry, ISMEC provides an outstanding 
forum for sharing new ideas and discussing the most 
recent advances on the thermodynamics and kinet-
ics of coordination processes. Focusing on the study 
and applications of metal complexes in the fields of 
analytical, biomedical, environmental, supramolec-
ular, inorganic, physical, and industrial chemistry, 
the symposium seeks to foster new collaborations 
among researchers from diverse backgrounds with 
complementary skills and goals. Main topics are:
- Speciation, solution equilibria and kinetics in rela-
tion to coordination chemistry;

- Supramolecular chemistry;
- Analytical methods and sensors based on metal 
complexes;

- Solution equilibria and industrial processes (e.g. hy-
drometallurgy, ion-exchange, catalysis…);

- Nanostructured metal complexes;
- Metal complexes of environmental and biological 
interests (e.g. proteomics and metabolomics, inter-
actions with metalloenzymes and biomolecules…);

- Metals in health sciences (e.g. transport, homeosta-
sis, toxicity, therapy, diagnosis and imaging…);

- Chemometrics and computational modelling for 
equilibrium analysis.

This year, nearly 170 delegates from 20 different 
countries and 4 continents attended the 4-day sym-
posium. As the guest of honor, Dr. Jean-Pierre Sau-
vage from the Université de Strasbourg, the 2016 
French Nobel Laureate in Chemistry, delivered the 
opening lecture entitled “From chemical topology to 
molecular machines: the transition metal approach”. 
The program comprised altogether 4 additional ple-

nary lectures given by 
reputed scientists:
- “Ch ro mo- f l uo ro -
genic probes and 
sensing materials” by 
Prof. Ramón Martinez 
Mañez (Universitat 
Politècnica de Valèn-
cia, Spain);
- “Lanthanide-based 
MRI diagnostic probes 
at work: From small 
chelates to nanosized 
conjugates” by Prof. 
Mauro Botta (Univer-

sità del Piemonte Orientale “Amedeo Avogadro”, 
Alessandria, Italy);

- “Cu(II)/Cu(I) electron transfer coupled to dioxy-
gen activation in biomimetic complexes: from 
calix-zymes in solution to calix-zymes grafted on 
an electrode”, by Dr. Yves Le Mest (Université de 
Bretagne Occidentale, Brest, France);

- “Ruthenium, iridium and iron complexes in hy-
drogen/energy storage” by Prof. Gábor Laurenczy 
(Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne, Swit-
zerland);

as well as 10 keynote lectures (30 min), 43 oral 
communications (15 min), and 86 posters. All ab-
stracts are collected in volume 7 of the e-book series 
Acta of the International Symposia on Metal Com-
plexes (ISSN: 2239-2459), which is archived on the 
website of the Group of Thermodynamics of Met-
al Complexes (GTC, www.gtc2014.com) and on 
the open-access HAL repository of scholarly doc-
uments (https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr/). Authors 
of the most relevant presentations have been invited 
to submit an article for a themed issue of the New 
Journal of Chemistry, owned by the CNRS of France 
and co-published since January 1998 with the Royal 
Society of Chemistry.
The International Committee of ISMEC seeks to hon-
or the most promising junior researchers, typically 
those under the age of 35 (PhD students and post-
doctoral fellows). The 10th Fernando Pulidori Prize 
was presented to Dr. Sergey Adonin, a post-doctor-
al researcher at the Nikolaev Institute of Inorganic 
Chemistry in Novosibirsk (Russian Federation). The 
award which was sponsored this year by the Met-
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tler-Toledo company, consists of a 250 € honorar-
ium, a waiver of the registration fees, an engraved 
plaque and an award lecture following the ceremo-
ny. The winner is selected according to the scientific 
impact of a recently-published paper co-authored by 
the applicant (“Bi(III) polybromides: a new chapter 
in coordination chemistry of bismuth”, Chem. Com-
mun., 2016, 52, 5061). An extended abstract of the 
work presented by Dr. Adonin can be found in the 
following pages of the journal.
In addition, the most outstanding oral communica-
tions and posters presented by young participants 
were rewarded by 11 prizes offered by scientific ed-
itors (Prof. Sigel’s book series Metal Ions in Life Sci-
ences, Inorganics, Molecules, European Journal of 
Inorganic Chemistry, and New Journal of Chemistry).
Besides the scientific program highlighting the 
strength and vitality of contemporary equilibrium 
and solution coordination chemistry, all participants 
could enjoy a rich social program. After the wel-
come party offered by the organizers on June 11th, 
they were invited the following day by the munic-
ipality of Dijon to an official reception given at the 
City Hall, during which a commemorative medal 
was handed out to Dr. Jean-Pierre Sauvage. The tradi-
tional half-day excursion brought them to the beau-
tiful city of Beaune, at the hearth of the famous Bur-
gundy wine coast, where they could taste in a cellar 
several white and red local wines, before visiting the 
renowned Hospice de Beaune, a former almshouse 
and masterpiece of the XV century architecture. Fi-
nally, a memorable banquet animated by a life jazz 
band was served in the Bastion de Beaune, a vaulted 
reception room decorated by 11 Aubusson tapestries 
woven between the XVII and XVIII centuries.
Last but not least, all attendees have been introduced 
to the next ISMEC meeting to be held in Firenze on 
June 3-7, 2018 (http://www2.chim.unifi.it/cm-
pro-v-p-276.html).

VETRINA SCI

Polo SCI - Polo a manica corta, a tre bottoni, bianca ad effetto 
perlato, colletto da un lato in tinta, dall’altro lato a contrasto con 
colori bandiera (visibili solo se alzato), bordo manica dx con fine 
inserto colore bandiera in contrasto, bordo manica a costine, 
spacchetti laterali con colore bandiera, cuciture del collo coper-
te con nastro in jersey colori bandiera, nastro di rinforzo laterale. 
Logo SCI sul petto. Composizione: piquet 100% cotone; peso: 
210 g/mq; misure: S-M-L-XL-XXL; modello: uomo/donna. Costo 
25 € comprese spese di spedizione.

Distintivo SCI - Le spille in oro ed in argento 
con il logo della SCI sono ben note a tutti e sono 
spesso indossate in occasioni ufficiali ma sono 

molti i Soci che abitualmente portano con orgoglio questo di-
stintivo.
La spilla in oro è disponibile, tramite il nostro distributore auto-
rizzato, a € 40,00.
La spilla in argento, riservata esclusivamente ai Soci, è disponibi-
le con un contributo spese di € 10.00.

Francobollo IYC 2011 - In occasione dell’Anno 
Internazionale della Chimica 2011 la SCI ha pro-
mosso l’emissione di un francobollo celebrativo 

emesso il giorno 11 settembre 2011 in occasione dell’apertura 
dei lavori del XXIV Congresso Nazionale della SCI di Lecce. Il 
Bollettino Informativo di Poste Italiane relativo a questa emissione 
è visibile al sito: www.soc.chim.it/sites/default/files/users/gadmin/
vetrina/bollettino_illustrativo.pdf
Un kit completo, comprendente il francobollo, il bollettino infor-
mativo, una busta affrancata con annullo del primo giorno d’e-
missione, una cartolina dell’Anno Internazionale della Chimica 
affrancata con annullo speciale ed altro materiale filatelico an-
cora, è disponibile, esclusivamente per i Soci, con un contributo 
spese di 20 euro.

Foulard e Cravatta - Solo per i Soci SCI sono stati 
creati dal setificio Mantero di Como (www.man-
tero.com) due oggetti esclusivi in seta di grande 
qualità ed eleganza: un foulard (87x87cm) ed una 

cravatta. In oltre 100 anni di attività, Mantero seta ha scalato le 
vette dell’alta moda, producendo foulard e cravatte di altissima 
qualità, tanto che molte grandi case di moda italiana e straniera 
affidano a Mantero le proprie realizzazioni in seta.
Sia sulla cravatta che sul foulard è presente un’etichetta che ri-
porta “Mantero Seta per Società Chimica Italiana” a conferma 
dell’originalità ed esclusività dell’articolo. Foulard e cravatta sono 
disponibili al prezzo di 50 euro e 30 euro, rispettivamente, trami-
te il nostro distributore autorizzato.

Per informazioni e ordini telefonare in sede, 06 8549691/8553968, 
o inviare un messaggio a simone.fanfoni@soc.chim.it


